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TO  THE  BODMIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1944. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  — 3,311. 

Population — 5,620. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1944  according 
to  the  rate  books — 1,255. 

Rateable  value — ^28,487. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate— £109. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  town  is  a residential  one  and  the  marketing 
and  shopping  centre  for  the  surrounding  agricultural 
district.  It  has  no  large  industries  but  in  normal 
times  is  a favourite  tourist  and  holiday  resort. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

51 

38 

89 

Legitimate 

49 

33 

82 

Illegitimate 

‘ 2 

5 

i 

3 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  15-8 

M.  F.  . Total 

Still  births—  4 1 5 

Legitimate  4 15 

o 

Rate  per  1000  of  the  population — 0 9 

M.  F.  Tot  a 

Deaths—  36  28  64 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  — 11.3. 
Deaths  from  Fuerpural  Sepsis — 1. 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes — 1, 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — Nil. 


Deaths  from  Meazles  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  iNil. 

Deaths  of  children  under  2 year  of  age 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were — 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  6 deaths. 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  24 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  10 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  . ...  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  4 


Comparison  of  Birth  and  Deatli  rates  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth  rate  . .... 

15'8 

England  and  Wales. 

17-6 

Death  rate 

11-3 

1D6 

Infantile  death  rate 

Nil 

46-  ■ 
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The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good 
and  the  morale  of  the  people  in  spite  of  various 
restrictions,  redered  necessary  by  the  war,  excellent. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria.  Free 
immunization  against  the  disease  is  offered  for  all 
children  up  to  1 5 years  of  age,  the  Council  paying  a 
fee  of  2/6  to  the  Doctors  for  each  injection.  Most 
parents  very  readingly  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity. 

General  provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling,  a part 
time  Officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Wadebridge  Rural  District,  Examining  Factory 
Surgeon  and  Public  Vaccinator. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Surveyor — R.  T. 
Buscornbe,  who  is  an  Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary’ 
Institute. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a motor  ambulance  maintained  by  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Society. 

In  addition  there  are  County  Ambulances  for 
A.R.P.  work  and  civilian  motor  vans  adapted  to 
carry  stretchers  in  case  of  emergency. 

There  is  an  Ambulance  stationed  at  the  County 
Isolation  Hospital,  Truro,  for  infectious  cases. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  District  Nurses  supplied  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

Ihere  is  a ivlaternity  Clinic  and  Children's  Welfare 
Centre. 

Hospitals. 

'Ihe  Bodmin  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital  is  a 
Voluntary  Hospital  for  the  treatmertt  of  surgical  and 
medical  cases  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding 
district. 

There  is  an  Emergency  Hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  military  and  civilian  cases  suffering  from  war 
injuries,  and  a (bounty  Emergency  ^’aternity  Home 
for  lying-in  cases. 

Infectious  cases  are  treated  in  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital,  Truro. 

\ 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area.  / 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  has  been  improved  since  the  ‘ Booster  ’ 
has  been  in  operation  but  still  falls  short  of  require- 
ment at  times,  the  higher  parts  of  the  Town  being 
specially  affected.  Theie  would  seem  to  be  insufficient 
storage  to  allow  any  margin  during  temporary 
stoppage  for  minor  repairs. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  existing  drains  and  sewers  are  kept  in 
condition  but  no  extensions  or  new  work  have  been 
undertaken. 


Scavenging. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  regularly  by  motor 
lorry  and  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping. 

Inspection  and  supervision  of  food. 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  shops  where  food  is  sold  are 
visited  and  inspected  and  found  generally  satisfactory. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  is  concen- 
trated in  a Government  slaughter  house  which  makes 

for  greater  efiSciency  in  the  inspection  and  control  of 
meat  supplies. 

Housing. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  but  it  is  hoped 
to  get  on  with  building  as  soon  as  circumstances 
make  it  possible. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year. 


Disease.  Total  cases  notified. 

Dysentery  89 

•Scarlet  Fever  2 

Pueumonia  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 


Total  deaths. 
0 
0 
2 
0 


The  cases  of  Dysentery  and  of  Pneumonia  were  all 
at  the  Mental  Hospital. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria,  Measles 
or  Whooping  Cough. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 


IS’EW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age  period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

' M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 year 

• 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards  0 

0 

•0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total — 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925, 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed,  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

1'  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


